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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9,1 1-17 & 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Glad (US PN 6863554 B1). 

With respect to claim 1, Glad teaches (Fig. 1) a computer system (8), comprising 
a sidewall (not labeled) having an aperture (not labeled) therethrough and a multiple- 
connector apparatus (151, embodiment in Figs. 6 & 7, for example) disposed to pass at 
least partially through the aperture (not labeled), able to be positioned in a retracted 
position to conceal at least one of the connectors (154) inside the computer system (8) 
and in an extended position in which at least one of the connectors (154) is accessible 
outside of the computer system (8). 

With respect to claim 2, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) a push-push mechanism (158) 
facilitating movement of the multiple-connector apparatus (151). 

With respect to claim 3, Glad teaches (Fig. 1) a computer system (8) comprising 
a housing (not labeled) having a top side (not labeled) and a sidewall (not labeled) and 
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a port connector apparatus (151 , Fig. 6,7), having a plurality of port connectors (154) 
arranged in a plane substantially parallel to the top side and adapted to receive mating 
connectors (10) in a direction substantially parallel to the sidewall (not labeled). 

With respect to claim 4, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) the sidewall (not labeled) has an 
aperture (not labeled) and the port connector apparatus (151) includes an 
extension/retraction mechanism (158) that enables the port connector apparatus (151) 
to be extended and retracted through the aperture (not labeled). 

With respect to claim 5, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) a housing (not labeled) means 
having an aperture (not labeled) and a means for changing a total number of port 
connectors (154) exposed outside of the housing means and wherein the changing 
means enables a plurality of the port connectors (154) to move back and forth through 
the aperture (not labeled). 

With respect to claim 6, Glad teaches (Fig. 6) a means for holding the port 
connectors (154) in a retracted position relative to the housing (not labeled) and a 
means for releasing the port connectors (154) from the retracted position relative to the 
housing. 

With respect to claim 7, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) a housing (not labeled) and a 
connector tray (151) connected to the housing (not labeled) and having a plurality of 
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port connectors (154) and wherein more port connectors (154) are accessible when the 
connector tray (151) is extended at least partially outside the housing than when the 
tray (151) is retracted within the housing. 

With respect to claim 8, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) a plurality of port connectors 
(154) disposed in a connector tray (151) and an extension/retraction mechanism (158) 
that locks the connector tray (151) in a retracted position until released therefrom and 
enables the released connector tray (151) to extend to an extended position. 

With respect to claim 9, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) the extension/retraction 
mechanism (158) comprises a push-push mechanism. 

Regarding the method claims 11-13, the method steps recited in the claims are 
inherently necessitated by the device structure as taught by Glad. Glad disclosed (fig. 
6,7) a computer system (8) with a multiple-connector tray (151) in a retracted position 
relative to a housing of the computer system, the multiple-connector tray (151) having at 
least one connector (154) inaccessible in the retracted position and extending the 
multiple-connector tray (151) to an extended position relative to the housing in which the 
connector (154) is accessible, wherein the multiple-connector tray (151) is released 
from the retracted position, wherein the multiple-connector tray (151) is retracted back 
to the retracted position. 
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With respect to claim 14, Glad teaches (Fig. 4,5) a retractable multiple-connector 
apparatus (131) or multiple-connector apparatus (181, Fig. 10,11). 

With respect to claim 1 5, Glad teaches (Fig. 4,5) the retractable multiple- 
connector apparatus (131) is integrated with housing (130). 

With respect to claim 16, the multiple-connector apparatus retracts entirely into 
the computer system (8). 

With respect to claim 17, Glad teaches (Fig. 4,5) a housing (130) wherein the 
retractable multiple-connector apparatus (131) retracts within the housing (not labeled) 
to a position at which a remote side of the retractable multiple-connector apparatus is 
flush with a wall of the housing. 

With respect to claim 20, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) the retractable multiple- 
connector apparatus further comprises a plurality of connectors (154) accessible from a 
side away from the housing (not labeled) of the computer system (8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10,18 &1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Glad (US PN 6863554 B1). 

With respect to claim 10, Glad teaches (Fig. 6,7) an extension/retraction 
mechanism (158). 

Glad teaches in an alternate embodiment (Fig. 19C) a button (316) that causes 
the release of a retractable block (320), stored with a communications card, from a 
retracted position (col. 18, lines 33-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize a button in the embodiment of Fig. 19c over the 
retractable release mechanism of the embodiment of Fig. 6,7, in order to provide 
automatic release of a multiple connector apparatus from a retracted position. 
The replacement of one release mechanism for an alternate equivalent release 
mechanism would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 18, Glad teaches (Fig. 10,11) a housing (180) and the 
retractable multiple-connector apparatus that comprises a portion (186) that pivots 
relative to the housing upon being extended from the housing (180) (col. 12, lines 22- 
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28). 

With respect to claim 19, Glad teaches (Fig. 10,1 1) the portion (186) of the 
retractable multiple-connector apparatus that pivots to an extended rather than a 
vertical position, relative to the housing (not labeled). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the pivot structure of Glad in which the pivot is in a 
vertical position, in order to allow an alternate insertion point for the plug. Glad further 
explains that one skilled in the art can arrive at numerous structures equivalent to those 
taught in figs. 10,1 1 (col. 12, lines 32-35). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Agata et al. (US PN 6064566), Branch et al. (US 2002/0167793 
A1), Laity (US PN 6488542 B2), Nagel (US PN 6173405 B1), Ohnishi et al. (US PN 
6525932 B1), Laity (US PN 5984731), Laity et al. (US PN 6183307 B1), Postman et al. 
(US PN 6536670 B1), Klatt et al. (US PN 6097605) & Onoda et al. (US PN 5982624) 
show the general state of the art regarding connectors in computer housing 
configurations. 
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4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8392. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (571) 272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



8/8/05 
IDW 




LYNN FEILD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



